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EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The bill, as reported, amends Veterans Regulations to provide, for 
the purpose of hospitalization and out-patient treatment, a rebuttabl 
presumption of service connection for World War II veterans who 
develop an active psychosis within 2 years from the date of separation 
from active service. By virtue of the provisions of Public. Law 28 
Kighty-second Congress, this presumption, for the same purposes 


will also be applicable to persons who serve on or after June 27, 1950 
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and prior to such date as shall thereafter be determined by Presidential 
proclamation or concurrent resolution of the Congress. 

Present law on this subject provides a presumption of service con- 
nection with respect to chronic diseases generally if such disease is 
found to exist within 1 year of the date of disc harge. Under regula- 
tions of the Veterans’ Administration, psychoses are included in the 
list of chronic diseases for this purpose. Notwithstanding the present 
presumption, the Veterans’ Administration advises that there are 
roughly over 9,000 World War II veterans who are awaiting hos- 
pitalization because of non-service-connected psychoses. Some of 
this group are in State institutions but many are unable to secure 
hospitalization from any source. 

lt is generally recognized that the disease of psychoses is not only 
an individual problem but involves broad social aspects as well. It 
is urgent that those who suffer from this unfortunate malady should 
receive prompt and complete institutional care and treatment. 
Although war veterans are now entitled to hospitalization by the 
Veterans’ Administration for non-service-connected psychosis their 
admission is subject to availability of beds and their inability to 
defray the expenses. H. R. 320, as amended, will give the majority 
of such cases absolute priority 7 for immediate hospitalization, medical, 
and out-patient treatment and will thus accomplish what is believed 
by the committee to be the primary need of this group. 

No additional monetary benefits will flow from the enactment of 
the bill, as amended. With respect to making beds available immedi- 
ately for the psychotic cases concerned, the Veterans’ Administration 
will be required to give them precedeace in VA hospitals over non- 
service-connected cases generally. In addition, the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration will have authority to contract with other public and 
private institutions for the proper hospitalization of these cases. 

The report of the Veterans’ Administration on the bill, as passed 
by the House, follows: 


JUNE 22, 1951. 
Hon. WATER F. GEORGE, 
Chairman, Committee on Finance, 
United States Senate, Washinuton 25, D. ¢ 

Dear Senator George: This is in further reply to your letter dated May 8, 
1951, requesting a report on H. R. 320, Eighty-second Congress, an act to amend 
Veterans Regulations to establish for persons who served in the Armed Forces 
during World War II a further presumption of service connection for psychoses 
developing to a compensable degree of disability within 3 years from the date of 
separation from active service. 

The purpose of the bill is to amend subparagraph (c), paragraph I, part I, 
Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, by adding “‘psychoses’’ (i. e., mental 
disorders frequently referred to as insanity) to the list of chronic diseases enu- 
merated therein, and to provide that a disease of psychosis developing a 19 percent 
devree of disability or more within 3 years from the date of separation from active 
service shall, in the absence of affirmative evidence to the contrary, be deemed 
to have been incurred in or aggravated by active service. 

With respect to line 5, page 1, of the bill, it is noted that the word ‘‘epilepsies 
should be followed by a semicolon rather than a colon, 

The provision in the bill to add after the word “epilepsies’”’ the word ‘‘psychoses”’ 
is unnecessary and might be misleading, because epilepsies and all other chronic 
diseases listed in the third proviso of subparagraph (c), as amended, are subject 
to a l-vear presumptive period. In this connection, attention is invited to the 
manner in which the presumptive period for active pulmonary tulerculosis was 
increased from 1 to 3 vears by Publie Law 573, Eighty-first Congress, June 23, 
1950 
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Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), part I, paragraph I, subparagraph (c), as 
amended, provides that a chronie disease (other than pulmonary tuberculosis) 
becoming manifest to a degree of 10 percent or more within 1 vear from the date 
of separation from active service as defined in subparagraph (a) of said regulation 
shall be considered to have been incurred in or aggravated by such service, not 
withstanding there is no record of evidence of such disease during the period o 


active service, if the person suffering from such disease served 90 days or more 


f 


in the active service, except where there is affirmative evidence to the contrary 


or evidence to establish that an intercurrent injury or disease which is a recognized 


cause of such chronie disease has been suffered between the date of discharge 
and the onset of the chronie disease, or the disability is due to the persor ’s OW! 
willful misconduet Che presumptions in this paragraph are applicable to veterans 
of wars specified in part I of 


f 
visions of Publie Law 28, Eis 
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| nection with an ubstantial immediate increase in the psychotic patient 
1d, which may arise from large numbers ving priority status, consideration 
also be given to the very important problem of adequate staffing. This 
prol 1 is particularly real with respect to neuropsychiatric hospitals and with 
the mounting needs of the Armed Forces in the present emergency for medical 
personnel the problem is becoming acute For example, between June 1950 and 
May 10, 1951, the Veterans’ Administration lost the services of 101 psychiatrists 
reason of t rentry into military servi he shortage of skilled psvehiatri 
I nel t limited to those available for Veterans’ Administration hospitals 
1 iy probl in the cor rv at la Merely to ho psychotic patients in 
1 1 { hout providing the kill 1 person | to direct their treat ent, 
tina rd with modern concepts of psvchiatri ure 
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nection, it is pertinent that the present regulatory 1 ar presumptive p 1 dos 
not preclude the granting of direct service connection for a psy rt ) { 
when first diagnosed more than 1 year after discharge from the se ! ( 
evidence of record is deemed ad quate to warrant a finding of service connection 

In a report on this proposal, the Veterans’ Administrati: li ul 
out psychosis as a disease which should be accorded pr my e period 
service connection of almost 8 years would be List I L1LOTV a | 1 
as a precedent for extending the pre mptive period tor man) I 
diseases; that the matter of causation of a diseas i be d I 1 t 
basis of sound medical pr ples and judgem ’ ( s Do ( 
evidence to indicate that the time of onset of a psy¢ itt rder 
criterion of the cause or causes of the menta upse i it a statutor 
which may require a finding of servi onnect ul 0 fa 
in placing cases without merit on a par with case LN ( a prove 
connected conditions 

The Veterans’ Administration further advise 4 i ava 
data upon which to base an estimate the number veterans of W i War II 
who incurred psychoses deve ypln 1 10-perecent degree of d abi r me I 
to January |, 1950. there are now mo in 7,000 ins of Wor \ | 
re CC ipt of disability pe I Lon becaust i ? ry t y! | ’ Ihe _ I 
most of these veterans wo lt probably be Die t t I 
would provide The apparent cost, therefore, | very ) i 

In the light of hese ypservatior Dy \ ra Administra 
advised that enactment of this proposal would be vccord e program 
of the President 

Sincerely yours, 
KF, J. LaAawtTo D 





